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A Li f e of  Lear ni ng 
 

Ask t went y- one year - ol d Br andi  Bal dwi n what  her  mot i vat i on f or  l ear ni ng 
i s  and she’ l l  say her  mot her ,  Val eci a Bal dwi n- Johnson,  who as  a s i ngl e 
par ent  at  a young age,  spent  t i me t ut or i ng her ,  not  onl y i n her  bas i c 
cogni t i ve and soci al  ski l l s ,  but  al so i n l i f e ski l l s  as  wel l .  As  a 
r esul t ,  Br andi  was  act i ve i n a br oad r ange of  act i vi t i es  t hr oughout  her  
chi l dhood and young adul t  year s ;  she l oved pl ayi ng t he vi ol i n,  was  
i nvol ved wi t h t ut or i ng ot her  youngs t er s  and l at er ,  ( af t er  her  
i nt r oduct i on t o t he L. B.  Bai l ey Foundat i on and i t s  pr ogr ams) ,  she t r i ed 
her  hand at  l ear ni ng bus i ness  and ent r epr eneur i al  pr oj ect s .   
 
She’ l l  poi nt  t o t he “educat i onal ” nat ur e wal ks  she shar ed wi t h her  
mot her  as  an adol escent .  The wal ks  woul d l ead t o l essons  i n compar i son-
shoppi ng,  i n check wr i t i ng,  and act ual l y doi ng t he f ami l y bank depos i t s .  
These ‘ l essons’  gave her  t he conf i dence t o s t ar t  and r un her  f i r s t  
bus i ness  vent ur e,  a pet  ser vi ce ( dog- wal ki ng) ,  f ol l owed by a l ocal  
pr i vat e newsl et t er  ( compl et e wi t h adver t i s i ng)  dur i ng her  mi ddl e and 
hi gh school  year s .  Lat er ,  i n her  f r eshman year  at  Templ e Uni ver s i t y i n 
Phi l adel phi a,  she j oi ned  t he Roxbur y Symphony Or ches t r a,  and t he’  
Ladi es  of  El egance’  St ep t eam,  ( she was  el ect ed capt ai n of  t he t eam i n 
her  sophomor e year ) .  She cont i nued t o exper i ment   wi t h ent r epr eneur i al  
pr oj ect s ,  s t ar t i ng an e- bus i ness  af t er  devel opi ng her  own WEB s i t e.   
 
Br andi  wi l l  al so t el l  you t hat ,  bes i des  t he l as t i ng suppor t  of  her  
mot her ,  she was  deepl y i nf l uenced by her  associ at i on wi t h t he L.  B.  
Bai l ey Foundat i on,  a nonpr of i t  or gani zat i on,  l ocat ed i n her  nei ghbor hood 
i n Nor t her n Vi r gi ni a.   She was ,  i n f act ,  one of  t he f i r s t  of  t he yout hs  
t o at t end t he i ni t i al  bus i ness  wor kshop conduct ed by t he Foundat i on i n 
1994.  
 
Br andi  never  shi ed away f r om t he chal l enges  t he Foundat i on of f er ed,  
t hr ough i t s  bus i ness  wor kshops ,  and as  t he f i r s t  pr es i dent  of  t he 
Foundat i on’ s  Yout h I nves t ment  Cl ub.  She,  i ns t ead,  became mor e act i ve i n 
i t s  pr ogr ams whi l e mai nt ai ni ng a 4. 0 GPA i n her  hi gh school  s t udi es .   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 The yout h i nves t ment  cl ub was  f or med i n 1999,  as  an ext ens i on t o t he 
bus i ness  wor kshops  ( apt l y named HOK LAB ( Hel pi ng Our  Ki ds  Lear n About  
Bus i ness ) ,  of f er ed by t he f oundat i on. .  I t  af f or ded Br andi  t he 
oppor t uni t y t o l ear n how t o or gani ze and r un a bus i ness  cl ub( on t he NAI C 
model ) ,  t o ass i s t  i n sel ect i ng and t r ai ni ng t he cl ub’ s  of f i cer s ,  and t o 
l ead t he cl ub t hr ough i t s  ear l y devel opment  s t ages .  Lat er ,  she woul d 
hel p gui de t he member shi p on a l andmar k vi s i t  t o t he New Yor k St ock 
Exchange i n Augus t  2001,   and t o i t s  f i r s t  at t endance at  an annual  
shar ehol der  meet i ng i n Cal i f or ni a i n 2004 ( t he cl ub owned shar es  of  
s t ocks  i n I NTEL cor por at i on) .  
 
Br andi  r eadi l y admi t s  t hat  t hese t r ai ni ng and l ear ni ng exper i ences  hel p 
f or m t he bas i s  f or  her  at t r act i on t o t he ent r epr eneur i al  aspect s  of  
bus i ness .  She i s  s t i l l  i nvol ved i n hel pi ng ot her  yout hs  i n  t he L.  B.  
Bai l ey Foundat i on’ s  pr ogr ams as  she now at t ends  t he var i ous  act i vi t i es  
as  a ment or  t o t he yout hs ,  and as  an i ns t r uct or  at  t he annual  wor kshops .  
 
Enr ol l ed i n under gr aduat e s t udi es  at  Templ e Uni ver s i t y,  Br andi  cont i nues  
her  ques t  t o i mpr ove her  bus i ness  acumen and t o bui l d on t he knowl edge 
and i ns i ght s  she began l ear ni ng at  an ear l y age—l ear ni ng t hat  began wi t h 
t he ‘ nat ur e wal ks’  wi t h her  mot her ,  cont i nued t hr ough t he auspi ces  of  
t he L.  B.  Bai l ey Foundat i on and i t s  bus i ness  pr ogr ams,  and i s  t oday 
embodi ed i n her  s t udi es  at  Templ e.  She at t r i but es  her  cont i nued 
i nt er es t s  i n l ear ni ng t o t he excel l ent  envi r onment  f or  s t udi es  pr ovi ded 
by t he uni ver s i t y,  and t he cont i nui ng suppor t  she r ecei ves  f r om her  
f ami l y and t he f oundat i on’ s  s t af f .  
 
She was  r ecent l y appoi nt ed t o t he Boar d of  Di r ect or s   f or  t he L.  B.  
Bai l ey Foundat i on,  and i s  keen on s t ayi ng i nvol ved wi t h t he Foundat i on 
even as  she pur sues  her  gr aduat e degr ee at  Templ e.  She s t at es  
emphat i cal l y,   t hat  l i f e cont i nues  t o be a l ear ni ng exper i ence f or  her ;  
and t hi nks  t hat  yout hs  t oday shoul d be af f or ded t he same oppor t uni t i es  
t o get  s t ar t ed on t hei r  own j our ney,   f or  t he r ewar ds  ar e def i ni t el y 
wor t h t he ef f or t .   


